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Founder and principal of Ryan Architecture + Design, Jimmy Ryan, AIA, 
brings more than two decades of experience spanning historic 
preservation, adaptive reuse, hospitality, commercial, civic, and residential 
architecture throughout the Southeast.

He approaches every project — whether restoring a landmark or designing 
something new — by first understanding its history, setting, and the people 
who will inhabit it, believing the strongest architecture emerges from its 
context rather than being imposed on it.

Jimmy began working in architecture while in high school in New England, 
later earning his Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Tennessee. 
In school, he helped construct the award-winning A New Norris House in a 
nationally recognized design-build studio, leading fabrication of its custom 
windows, doors, and architectural details — hands-on experience, along 
with restoring two historic homes of his own, that still informs his work today.

His projects have received AIA Gulf States, Tennessee, and East Tennessee 
Design Awards, Urban Land Institute Nashville Excellence in Development 
Awards, and Knox Heritage Preservation Awards, among other honors, and 
have been featured in The New York Times, Esquire, Preservation Magazine, 
and Retrofit Magazine.

P R O F E S S I O N A L  R E C O G N I T I O N

2019 Knoxville Business Journal 40 Under 40

N A T I O N A L

2012 Residential Architect Design Awards (RADA) Merit Award – A New Norris House
2013 AIA COTE Top Ten Green Project Award – A New Norris House

A I A  E A S T  T E N N E S S E E

2025 Citation Award – New Construction – KCDC First Creek at Austin, Phase 1A
2025 Citation Award – Unbuilt – Kituwah Interpretive Center
2024 Honor Award (Highest Award) – Renovation/Restoration – South Waterfront
          Adaptive Reuse Office
2023 Honorable Mention – Unbuilt – Blackberry Mountain Treehouse
2023 People's Choice Award – Clayton Lodge Event Center
2011 Honor Award – A New Norris House

P R I N C I P A L  A R C H I T E C T
&  D E S I G N  D I R E C T O R

J I M M Y  R Y A N ,  A I A

S E L E C T E D  A W A R D S  
&  R E C O G N I T I O N
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A I A  T E N N E S S E E

2011 Award of Excellence – A New Norris House

A I A  G U L F  S T A T E S

2011 Merit Award – A New Norris House

U R B A N  D E S I G N  &  C O M M U N I T Y  R E C O G N I T I O N

2025 Urban Land Institute (ULI) Nashville Excellence in Development Award
          KCDC First Creek at Austin, Phase 1
2025 Urban Land Institute (ULI) Nashville Rose Faeges-Easton Community Impact Award
          KCDC First Creek at Austin, Phase 1

P R E S E R V A T I O N  A W A R D S

2026 Knox Heritage Preservation Merit Award – Oak Park Stone Cottage Residence
2025 Knox Heritage Preservation Merit Award – Kern's Bakery Food Hall
2025 Knox Heritage Preservation Merit Award – South Waterfront Adaptive Reuse Office
2025 Keep Knoxville Beautiful Orchid Award – South Waterfront Adaptive Reuse Office
2023 Knox Heritage Preservation Stewardship Award – Coker Avenue Craftsman
Bungalow

N O T A B L E  R E C O G N I T I O N

2009 Alvar Aalto Museum (Finland) – Model inducted into permanent collection

S E L E C T E D  A W A R D S  
&  R E C O G N I T I O N  
C O N T I N U E D

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  &  A D A P T I V E  R E U S E

Kern's Bakery Food Hall
South Waterfront Adaptive Reuse Office
18 Market Square Façade Restoration & Roof Event Venue
Oak Park Stone Cottage Addition & Restoration
Coker Avenue Craftsman Bungalow Restoration
Barber McMurry Arnstein Building Office

R E S I D E N T I A L

Blackberry Farm Residence
Blackberry Mountain Three Sisters Road Residence
Blackberry Mountain Laverack Road Residence
Blackberry Mountain Guest Treehouse
Tennessee Mountain House
Atlanta Virginia-Highland House
Wendover Country Estate
Westland Lakes Way Residence
Cresthill Drive Residence
A New Norris House

P R O J E C T S  C O N T I N U E  O N  P A G E  T H R E E .

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  
P R O J E C T S
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H O S P I T A L I T Y ,  C O M M E R C I A L  &  M I X E D - U S E

J.C. Holdway Restaurant for James Beard Award-winning Chef Joseph Lenn
The Armory Maryville
Mimosa's Restaurant
Clayton Lodge Event Center
Ski Mountain Road Wedding Venue
Neyland Entertainment District & Hotel Master Plan
Maryville Boutique Hotel Concept
Tennessee Vues at Norris Lake
Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont Master Plan
Harper Porsche, Jaguar & Maserati

C I V I C  &  C O M M U N I T Y

KCDC First Creek at Austin
Kituwah Interpretive Center
UT Medical Center Master Plan
River Valley Health
Adrian Burnett Elementary School
Clayton-Bradley Academy
Two Rivers Church
University of Tennessee Student Center

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  
P R O J E C T S
C O N T I N U E D


